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the villages with manufactured articles which the
peasants need. These the latter are able to purchase
with roubles which they receive from the sale of
their surplus farm products. At present the Russian
stores, bazaars, and other places where manufac-
tured articles may be purchased are crowded each
night with eager buyers. At least 80 per cent of
shopping in Russia is done at night. I visited many
stores as late as eleven o'clock and found them
crowded with customers. This is explained by the
fact that women, as well as men, work in Russia,
and the most convenient time they have for shop-
ping is at night. Stores are not opened, as a rule,
until ten o'clock in the morning, and then for only
a part of the day, but at night they operate in full
force.

Although the card system has been abolished,
the queues still exist there. Walking through the
streets of Russian cities, one can still see lines of
people, as in the time of the card system, stretched
out for blocks in front of stores and newspaper
stands. The reason for this is the extreme scarcity
of commodities that still exists in Russia. When a
store selling clothes or shoes receives a small stock
of these articles, thousands of eager buyers arrive,
and everybody is anxious to get inside first in